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Dear Friends of NOCCA|Riverfront,

The top photo on the cover says it all:  Musical Theatre 
students are singing the refrain from the Arlo Guthrie 
song, City of New Orleans; “Good morning America, how 
are you? Don’t you know me?  I’m your native son.” 

NOCCA|Riverfront students are the sons and daughters of New Orleans and Louisiana, those 
who will carry forward the arts and culture that make us unique.  We can tell you they take this 
role very seriously.

People across the globe have taken seriously NOCCA’s role in preserving and developing our 
music and our arts.  We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of so many -- from young art-
ists in schools like NOCCA, to New Orleans’ philanthropic community and the largest of inter-
national corporations.  We especially want to recognize the signifi cant support of the Crescent 
City Relief Fund in San Francisco, Credit Suisse Foundation and The William Randolph Hearst 
Foundation in New York, Fomento Social Banamex in Mexico, and The Booth-Bricker Fund 
and the Edward Wisner Donation Advisory Committee in New Orleans.

These foundations and corporations are undergirding NOCCA|Riverfront’s ability to best 
serve our young people, our economy, and our region’s recovery.  They have done so without 
hesitation because of NOCCA’s track record -- a record which is the result of the dedication to 
excellence and hard work by thousands of master artists/teachers, students, staff, friends, and 
business and civic leaders over the last three decades.  

Through the support of all of our donors during the last 16 months, NOCCA|Riverfront is forg-
ing new paths: 
 - expanding its programs, including preparatory programs for 1st - 8th graders;
 - expanding its curriculum, to include the Culinary Arts;
 - expanding its facility, with a new Classroom Addition;
 - and expanding offerings for non-NOCCA students, such as Visual Arts’ 4-week 
             Saturday workshops and Creative Writing’s Literacy Program launching in February.

The Board of Directors of The NOCCA Institute has committed to NOCCA|Riverfront’s growth 
via fundraising for curriculum development, professional training equipment, land acquisition, 
master artist residencies and hourly specialists, and fi nancial aid to meet all students’ training 
needs.

We are deeply grateful to the local, national and international community for asking how we 
are and their subsequent investment in our  creative young people.  While we have miles 
to go, by building on our strengths, we will help restore our city’s vitality.  And we know 
NOCCA|Riverfront students are ready to play their part.

E.  Ralph Lupin, M.D.     Sally Perry
President      Executive Director

The mission of The New Orleans Center for Creative Arts Institute, a non-profit organization, is to provide support and advocacy for the New 
Orleans Center for Creative Arts|Riverfront.  The NOCCA Institute provides access to excellence in the arts for students, faculty and the com-
munity-at-large.  NOCCA|Riverfront is an agency of the State of Louisiana that provides the highest quality arts-training for high school students.

UPDATE

“The amount of budding talent 
within NOCCA|Riverfront’s walls 
is overwhelming,” noted a recent 
visitor.  “It is very exciting for the 
region’s future.”



EXPANSION

A NEW WING

When it comes to performance spaces, Musical Theatre is in 
great shape, with Freda Lupin Memorial Hall and Nims Black Box 
Theatre to use for recitals and productions.  When it comes to 
space for daily work such as classes in voice, ear-training,  and 
test-taking, it’s another story.  Using the fl oor as a desk or a piano 
moved into the lobby is often the only recourse.

For Media Arts students, learning to record live performances in 
NOCCA|Riverfront’s state-of-the-art recording studio is a dream 
come true and a tremendous head start in their professional train-
ing. Yet, no more than eight of the 50 Media Arts students can fi t 
into the  adjacent editing room at any one time.

Theatre Design’s challenges are the greatest.  Lacking any desig-
nated training space, Theatre Design builds sets in hallways, then 
moves them out of the way each day.  Five students have a hard 
time fi tting into the costume shop.  The 200-plus costumes that 
design students build each year hang three rows to the ceiling.

Media Arts, Musical Theatre and Theatre Design did not exist 
at NOCCA when the new facility opened in 2000.  These training 
tracks have been highly sought after, particularly given the growth 
of the region’s fi lm and music industries.   But faculty have limited 
the number of students they can accept and the curriculum they 
can offer due to lack of dedicated space.

A new classroom addition is about to change all of this.  Construc-
tion on the new addition will begin in 2007 via $1,005,000 in State 
of Louisiana capital outlay funding; the building will be equipped 
via $300,000 in private matching funds raised by The NOCCA 
Institute. The Edward Wisner Donation Advisory Committee has 
provided early leadership support.

For Media Arts, this means a fi lm editing room and computer 
lab with 17 editing stations equipped with Mac Pro computers 
capable of handling industry-standard video and music recording 
software. For Musical Theatre, this means a dance studio to call 
its own.  For Theatre Design, this means an expanded costume 
shop and a large scene shop with spaces for construction, props 
fabrication, digital design stations for lighting and sound, and an 
array of saws, drills and tools. Sets can be fully assembled in the 
shop prior to installation on stage, allowing students the ability to 
work out design functions and problems without interfering with 
limited rehearsal time. 

And for all three divisions, it means classrooms!  

The classroom addition is one of many steps NOCCA|Riverfront 
is taking to keep its curriculum and professional training envi-
ronment true to its mission of arts educational excellence, and 
responsive to challenges and opportunities post-Katrina.  
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The Classroom Addition will serve 150 students 
in three disciplines that did not exist when 
NOCCA moved into its new facility in 2000.  It 
will feature:

                       Media Arts Computer Lab
                       Media Arts Classroom
                       Musical Theatre Dance Studio
                       Musical Theatre Classroom
                       Theatre Design Scenic Shop
                       Theatre Design Classroom
                       Costume Design Classroom
                       Costume Storage



FINANCIAL AID

SUMMER STUDY AID

High school seniors and Level IV Jazz students MAX 
MORAN (acoustic bass), and JOE DYSON (drums) have 
utilized Summer Study Aid to attend Berklee College 
of Music’s Summer Program and Jazz Workshop.   Both 
had received scholarships from Berklee for tuition, 
but needed assistance traveling to Boston.  The aid 
positioned them for further opportunity.  “Because of 
your contributions,” Joe Dyson told us upon his return, “I 
not only came back a stronger musician, but with a full 
four-year scholarship to college!”  In addition to Berklee, 
these students are  applying to The Juilliard School and 
The Manhattan School of Music. 

TERM-TIME AID
High school junior and Level III Classical Music student 
RONALD JOSEPH has used Term-Time Aid to travel to 
two national piano competitions where he has been a 
semi-fi nalist.  During the school year following Hurri-
cane Katrina, the young pianist was offered a place and 
full scholarship at The Professional Children’s School 
and The Juilliard Pre-College Program in New York City 
through the efforts of faculty member and Juilliard 
graduate Sakiko Ohashi (far left). Demonstrating tal-
ent and dedication, but lacking an appropriate piano 
at home to practice, the Institute has acquired one 
for Ronald’s use while he is a student at NOCCA, to be 
passed on to future students. students.   

TERM TIME AID - TUTORIALS

Music students are required to take two 
private lessons per month on their indi-
vidual instrument.  Tenth grade Level 
II Jazz student LINTON SMITH utilized 
Term-Time Aid to study with trumpeter 
Ron Benko this year.  “Tutorials help 
me become a better trumpeter,” says 
Linton.  “One on one, I can  get the help I 
need to overcome problems that perhaps I couldn’t do in the classroom setting.”  

Of all The NOCCA Institute’s initiatives, Financial Aid is the most rewarding to ad-
minister.  Students receiving aid never fail to turn the Institute’s small investments 
into big returns.  

Since the start of the 2006-07 school year, The NOCCA Institute has made 45 
awards to students for department fees, dance shoes, supplies, travel to arts com-
petitions and required private lessons.  By the end of this school year, we expect 
to award up to $130,000 for Term-Time, Summer Study and Summer Session Aid.  
Providing students access to what they need to pursue their craft at a serious level 
creates dynamic opportunities for these young artists -- and creates a rich, inspir-
ing environment for every student who walks through NOCCA|Riverfront’s doors.   
Recent awards include:



VISITING ARTISTS

DANCE, MUSICAL THEATRE, DRAMA

MEDIA ARTS

JAZZ

CREATIVE WRITING  JAZZ

THEATRE ARTS

“Whatever the story is, stay with its text 
and feeling,” choreographer RON K. 
BROWN told Dance, Musical Theatre 
and Drama students taking part in the 
first of several master classes he will 
conduct at NOCCA|Riverfront this year 
as part of the CENTER STAGE perfor-
mance series.  Students were thrilled 
at the opportunity to work with the 
acclaimed artist, who led them in several 
excercises including storytelling without 
words, only movement. (see page 11)

At 80 years of age, legendary jazz sax-
aphonist JIMMY HEATH had more 
stories to tell students about the history 
of jazz and its greatest practitioners than 
they could imagine. “Music is always 
merging,” he told students, “always 
changing its face. If you take sounds 
from other cultures, you’ll have a richer 
reservoir.  Jazz, with its improvisational 
form, gives you the opportunity to use all 
these sounds.”  Hearing about the elder 
statesman’s extensive practice schedule 
didn’t hurt these young artists either.

“When you play on the drums, you want 
it to be poetic; anyone can just play 
chops,” drummer HERLIN RILEY laid 
out to students.  The artist, who performs 
with Wynton Marsalis at Jazz at Lincoln 
Center, led several workshops for drum-
mers and jazz students. “Intensity is 
playing with power and conviction, not 
necessarily volume.  You need to listen, 
as oppose to hearing.  And you need to 
have both humility and ego -- ego will 
get you on the stage; humility allows you 
to seek information from others, respect 
other voices and learn from everybody.”

Pushcart Prize-winning writer WELLS 
TOWER conducted a week-long resi-
dency for Creative Writing students in 
Creative Non-Fiction, utilizing his own 
work plus that of George Orwell, E.B. 
White and Joan Didion, among oth-
ers.  “Interviewing people is never so 
simple,” he told students.  “There is a 
trust mechanism; is it okay to eventually 
betray confidences?” he asked students 
to consider, giving them a window onto 
professional writing.

“The job you do in the beginning of your 
career in film may not be the one you 
see yourself doing,” producer and pro-
duction manager SCOTT FERGUSON 
urged Media Arts and Theatre Design 
students, “but enjoy doing it, and do 
it well if you want to be called back.”  
Ferguson, whose credits include All the 
King’s Men, Academy Award-winning 
Brokeback Mountain, Man on the Moon, 
and Palookaville, answered students’ 
questions about the producer’s role, edit-
ing, and production processes, and did a 
table read of one student’s script.

ALYSSA RAVENWOOD, Los Angeles-
based mask-making artist and director 
for stage, film and television, conducted 
a week-long workshop with Drama and 
Theatre Design students in mask-mak-
ing and acting with masks.  “The most 
important thing you can do as an actor is 
focus.  If you are not focused, how can I 
trust you on stage?” she instructed stu-
dents. Drama students were able to create 
their own masks for their upcoming pro-
duction of Oedipus Rex in January.  



FALL SEMESTER 2006

PROCESS

Tenth grade, Level II 
Visual Arts student 
Ashley Teamer tackles 
an assignment to cre-
ate an object and a con-
tainer whose interior 
would have the memory 
of the object.  She used 
multiple processes 
available to her in the 
Fabrication Studio -- 
including forging, braz-
ing, sheet metal bend-
ing, drilling and tapping 
to mechanically join 
spikes to a steel box.



FALL SEMESTER 2006
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“Jobs in the new economy put an enormous premium on creative and innovative skills.”
TIME Magazine, “How to Build a Student for the 21st Century”, December 2006.



THANK YOU

  CAPITAL AND EQUIPMENT SUPPORT

  FINANCIAL AID

  ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

  IN - KIND GIFTS

The NOCCA Institute is honored to recognize the following major gifts received 
July 1 - December 12, 2006.

  GENERAL &  PROGRAM SUPPORT

William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Louisiana Division of The Arts

Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation
Mignon Faget

BellSouth
The Par Group, Lawrence Levine

Mildred Levine
KatRita Wood Project

Edward Wisner Donation Advisory Committee
The Booth-Bricker Fund  (to NOCCA|Riverfront)

Anonymous

The Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation
Mary Freeman Wisdom Foundation

Rebuild New Orleans Now, Judi & Frank Newman
Van der Linden Family Foundation

M. Goldberg New Orleans
The Bruce J. Heim Foundation

Anonymous
Ambush Magazine 

Louisiana Division of the Arts
The Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation

Capital One

  CENTER STAGE

BellSouth
Capital One

John A. Frazee
Scott Fredrickson

  2007 ART & SOUL GALA



NOCCA|RIVERFRONT

REFLECTIONS

The hustle and bustle associated with the season most certainly 
describes this day at NOCCA|Riverfront, Saturday, December 9, 
2006.  It is an exemplary day, one that demonstrates the versatil-
ity and vitality of our campus.

Today’s menu?  Musical Theater’s sold out A New Orleans 
Holiday Story Review; a winter concert by the Saturday Vocal 
Music students; and the culmination of work in our regular 
Saturday session courses in Visual Arts, Drama,  Jazz, Creative 
Writing, and Media Arts.  We are also fortunate to host Jefferson 
Ballet Theatre’s Nutcracker in our beautiful Lupin Hall.

The day started, however, in a very special way -- with poetry 
from students backed by a spectacular river view.  Although 
NOCCA|Riverfront’s primary concentration is arts training for 
grades 9 through 12, several programs designed to nurture bud-
ding arts skills are making their mark, too.   

“Unique Voices”, a middle-school poetry program, is one of sev-
eral new preparatory programs designed to provide young artists 
with exceptional experiences to nurture creative skills.  Ships 
and tugs moving about the river provided a special backdrop 
to the scene as the young poets shared their work, some lively, 
some especially tender (poem right). 

The arts flourish at NOCCA|Riverfront 
because the artistic souls of young people 
stir. 

Gary Wood, President/CEO
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In addition to prep programs, the 
Visual Arts department offered a 
four-week, non-credit session to 
non-NOCCA high school students in 
bronze casting.  The program provid-
ed access to students who could not 
attend NOCCA’s regular program.

THE GOODNIGHT

I remember
That day
When my dad wheezed goodnight to me as I    
   left him in the ER
When he used to kiss me
Rough sandpaper scratched 
My cheek
I used to jump on his belly, the trampoline
On Sunday mornings
That day
Sorrpw crept from
The shadows of my soul
And the happiness sailed
Away like an explorer on a dangerous 
   expedition
Who may never come back
That day when my dad
Wheezed goodnight
As I left him in the ER

Calli Farrell, 5th Grade

This year, NOCCA|Riverfront has added Classical Piano and 
Poetry Preparatory Programs to the existing Dance Prepara-
tory Program.  

The Dance Prep Program provides foundation training in bal-
let, modern and jazz dance to 14 6th - 8th graders four days 
a week.  The  Classical Piano Prep Program is designed to 
nurture the musical interests of 1st - 3rd grade students and 
currently serves its maximum 25 students weekdays.  The 
Saturday Middle School Poetry  Program  is designed to excite 
students about language and activate their imaginations.

PREPARATORY PROGRAMS



HOW YOU CAN HELP

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) _______________________________________________________Phone (o) ______________________________________________

e-mail ___________________________________________________

Please   ______   Find my check enclosed in the amount of $ _________________

                  ______   Charge my   _____  Visa      _____  MasterCard     _____ American Express  in the 
                           
                               amount of $ ________________
 
            Card Number _______________________________________ Expiration Date ____________________________  

            Signature _______________________________________________________________________________________________
                 
_____   Call me with further information on the programs marked above.

Mail to:  The NOCCA Institute, 2800 Chartres Street, New Orleans LA  70117, or fax 
to 504.940.2870.   For further information, call 504.940.2900, or visit our website at 

www.nocca.com.

 

        OPEN DOORS WITH FINANCIAL AID  for ballet shoes, supplies,   
  books, department fees, and summer study opportunities.

SPONSOR A VISITING MASTER ARTIST residency in dance, 
 creative writing, vocal music or any of N|R’s seven other 

         divisions. Class(es) ($100 - $500); school year ($2,000 - $6,000).

HELP FUND PROFESSIONAL AND INDUSTRY-STANDARD 
TRAINING EQUIPMENT  to enhance students’ education and 

         college opportunities and the region’s economic vitality.

ACQUIRE BOOKS, MUSIC & RESOURCES FOR THE LIBRARY   
to improve the collections of the Senator John Breaux Library 

        for generations of future artists.
 

SECURE THE FUTURE WITH AN ENDOWMENT GIFT, ensuring 
excellence in education by establishing an endowment or by adding 

         to exisiting endowments for Institute programs.

    NAME A SEAT IN FREDA LUPIN MEMORIAL HALL in honor 
  or in memory of a loved one, or with a business name.  ($500).

  NAME A PRACTICE ROOM OR OTHER ROOM in the 
  NOCCA|Riverfront facility.   

  GIVE A GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP  to provide support for all of the 
         Institute’s programs benefi ting students and their training. 

    PROGRAM SUPPORT

    NAMING AND GIFT GIVING

To become a member of The NOCCA Institute, support a specifi c program, or give 
a gift in honor or memory of a loved one, please check a box below and provide the 
information requested.  



CENTER STAGE
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                                                                                         CENTER STAGE SPRING 2006

For tickets or futher information call 504.940.2900 or purchase 
tickets on-line at NOCCA.com.

DAVE EGGERS is a literary phenomenon--part author (his debut work, 
A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, was a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize), part publisher (McSweeneys.net), and part teacher 
(his 826 Valencia project teaches writing and literacy in New York, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, Chicago and Michigan). Join us in 
Lupin Hall as he reads some of his favorite work, including selections 
from his recent collection of short stories, How We Are Hungry, and 
the acclaimed novel, What is What.

Praised as “one of the most profound choreographers of his modern 
dance generation” by The New York Times, RONALD K. BROWN blends 
African, modern, ballet and hip-hop to create evocative, impassioned 
and thoughtful dances. Known for his spiritual and powerfully physi-
cal choreography, Ronald K. Brown and his remarkable dancers have 
gained a worldwide reputation for beautifully danced stories about 
heritage, truth, destiny and mankind’s desire to liberate the spirit 
within. “Brown’s choreography has zoomed to the forefront of modern 
dance by virtue of it exquisitely sculpted movement, and a compelling 
sense that the dancing springs from a deep well of spiritual urgency” 
(The Washington Post). Choreographer of some of Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater’s most triumphant recent works, Ronald K. 
Brown will bring to New Orleans his celebrated work, Grace, originally 
created for Ailey.  This residency is made possible by a partnership 
with the New Orleans Ballet Association.

RONALD K. BROWN/EVIDENCE                    Friday, April 20  
                   &  Saturday, April 21     
              8:00 p.m.

DAVE EGGERS                                             Tuesday, February  6                    
            8:00 p.m.

CENTER STAGE IS 
MADE POSSIBLE BY

THE MERAUX
CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION

THE NOCCA INSTITUTE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2006-2007

PRESIDENT
E. Ralph Lupin, M.D. 

VICE PRESIDENTS
Christian T. Brown
George Denegre, Jr.
Richard Kirschman

TREASURER
Joseph Williams

SECRETARY
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Judge Michael G. Bagneris
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Charles W. Stern
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Harold Sylvester
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Louis A. Wilson

HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ernest G. Chachere, Ph.D.
Orlin Corey
Shirley Trusty Corey
Ellis Marsalis
Donald A. Meyer
Elizabeth Rack
Willa Slater

SELECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Leah Chase
Luba B. Glade
Arthur C. Pulitzer
Polly Renwick
Joyce L. Schenewerk
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Gary Alan Wood, President/CEO
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Sally Perry, Executive Director
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THE NOCCA INSTITUTE

2800 Chartres Street
New Orleans, LA  70117
504.940.2900

This issue of Aspirations 
has been graciously 

underwritten by 


